
rcgime armed with the terrible weaponry
of modem war," he wams, "we are in
great dzurger."

In the year since Sanders sent Ln'l)rg
Off The West to the printen, the march
of events has posed a challenge to some
of his assessments. Sanders insisa that
Gorbachev is a convinced Communist-
as the general secretiily himself has
repeatedly stated. Even so, Gorbachev's
abrogation of power through the office of
the president, his attempts to weaken the
Politburo as an instiution, ar.rd his hints
that he might be willing to run the country
while relinquishing the CPSU's top slot
altogether, would not seem characteristic

of a committed trninist. ("Opportunist"
and "Bonaputist" are but two of the words
flom the lrninist lexicon which might ber
ter dercribe such behavior.)

By the seme token, in early 1990 San-
den was convinced that "Bonn----cont"ry
to the economic logic of (irs sinration)-
is moving toward a maussive new aid pro-
gram to Moscow fbr political reasons."
Today it looks as if Bonn's capacity for
political aid is being fully absorbed by the
new citizens it has acquired through re-
unification with East Germeury.

The authority of Sander's analysis,
moreover, seems to be undercut by the
numerous instances in his text in which

foreign larguage phrases are garbled, or
names incorectly cited. This is a need-
less blemish on an interesting turd pro-
vocative book, and one that should be
conected in its next edition, for Living Olf
Thc West is one joumalistic assessment
of the Gortachev period that promises to
be of interest after is dranntis lr(rs(,ndc
pass f'rom political power. -

Nicholas Eberstadt ls a lrsirlng scfuilar
at thc Anrcrit'an Enterprise Institute arul

t a visiting, .felkn' at the Han'anl Cctter

.fbr k4nlatktn and Developnrcnt Stldics.
He is thc authrn' of The Poverty Of Com-
munism.

ilH"lffiketNeedsRobert K. Landers

he romantic appeal and rnuch of
the serious purpose of what has come
to be called national service ciur

be readily fbund in William James'f-amous
l9l0 essay on the need for a "moral

equivalent" of war, fbr a conscription of
"the whole youthful population" into an
army "enlisted against Nature."

"To coal a.rd iron mines," James said,
"to freight trains, to fishing fleets in
December, to dish-wa.shing, clothes-
washing, and window-washing, to road-
building and tunnel-making, to fbundries
and stoke-holes, ar.rd to the fiames of sky-
scrapers, would our gilded youths be drafted
off, according to their choice, to get the
childishness knocked out of them. and to
come back into society with healthier
sympathies eurd soberer ideas."

National-service advocates since James
have maintained that youths not so "gilded"
would also benefit, just rs the young men
in the Civilian Conservation Corps did
durhg the 1930s. The unemployed youths
who took part in that New Ded proEun
and went into the woods to do conservation
work, historian Arthur M. Schlesinger, Jr.
has written, "did more...than reclaim itnd
develop natural resources. They reclaimed

imd developed themselves....Their muscles
harderred, their boclies frlled out, their self-
rcspect retumed. They le:ured trades; more
important, they leerned about Arnerica, and
they leamed about other Americar.rs." For

GRATITUDE:
REFLECTIONS ON WHAT

WE OWE TO OUR COUNTRY
by William F-. Bucklcy, Jr.,
Random House, New York,

1990. 170 pp., $16.95.

NATIONAL SERVICE:
PRO & CON

edited by Williamson M. Evers,
Hoover Insfrtutbn Press, 1990.

270 pp., paperback, $14.95.

President Framklin D. Roosevelt. who ever
since World War I "had mused about the
possibility of setting up some form of
universal service fbr youth," Schlesinger
said, the Civilirur Conservation Corps "re-
rnained particularly close to his hearr."

Like FDR, idealistic liberals have long
been rnusing about national service. The
ideal of knocking the childishness out of
well-off youths aurd instilling in them

"healthier syrnpathies" fbr the rest of man-
kind, while at the same time errabling less
fbrtunate young people to salvage their lives,
has hud a strong and enduring attraction.
Yet all the liberal musings over the dec-
ades of this century have never resulted
in any (nonmilitary) venturc larger thiur
the Civilian Conservation Corps, whose
highest enrollment, in 193-5, wirs only about
-500,000. (The Peace Corps, in its best year,
1966, had just 15,5-56 volunteeni, iurd the
VISTA program never had more thiur ,5,fi)0
volunteenj in tny year to work iunong the
Arnerican poor.) The daunting fact is that
morc than 3 nilli,,n Americiurs now tum
eighteen atery yer. That meiurs that ary
large-scale program of national service
would be massive ard costly. As Richard
Dnrrzig,co-author of N atir na I Sen'ice ; W lut
Woulcl It Meun? (1986). told me a few
years ago, "With national service that at-
tempts to be tnrly national, you're talking
about a bigger adventure than this soci-
ety's ever undertaken."

Conservatives such zr.s William F.
Buckley, Jr. have not been known fbr their
ardent enthusiasm for large govemmental
ventures in social engineering. It is re-
assuring, therefore, to note that Mr. Buckley

r
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is against making national service com-
pulsory and against federal funding for it.
"National service, if ffansformed merely
into a state bureaucracy with huge powers
of intimidation," he writes, "is not only
to be avoided, it is to be fought." Still,
Buckley dres, mirubile didu, favor a pro-
gram of national service, one in which,
once it were enacted, the fifty states would
assurne the main role in attracting volun-
teers and in raising money to pay fte costs.

National service, he argues, would meet
"needs undefined, or ill-defined, by the
msd1s1"-sush needs as those of the elder-
ly in nuning homes who, if they had the
help of organized volunteen, could instead
be living at home. But the "goveming justi-

fication" for a program ofnational service,
in Buckley's view, is not the anticipated
good done for ottrers; it is rather the
awakening of the desire to do good in
the panicipants themselves. '"The redemp-
tion of Scrooge was more important, in
A Christmas Carcl, than the stuffed goose."
A program ofnational service, he believes,
would arouse dormant altruistic and civic-
minded inclinations and give participants
an opportunity to repay the profound debt
that every citizen owes to society.

While participation in Buckley's en-
visioned national service would be volunta-

U (and so would amount, at least at first,
to far less ttran 50 percent of all eighteen-
year-olds), it would be strongly encouraged
by various govemmental (and social) in-
ducements and sanctions (for example, de-
nial of a driver's license to eighteen-year-
olds who fail to sign up). The program's
success, Buckley says, would be measured
by "the extent to which it becomes truly
national and the extent to which, through
example and the use of inducemen6 and
sanctions, American youth are encouraged
to give expression in some concrete way
to their gratitude for liberties inherited and
protected."

Gratitude, despite certain dilettantish
flaws that make it less thrur it might have
been. is impressive in its serious tone. its
thoughtfulness. and is genuine patriotism.
All in all. I think. this slim work is one
of Buckley's best. It is ffue that his
endorsement of national service might well
smack of heresy to tlrc radical firebrand
who wrote Up From Liheralism in 1959.
But even that young man might refiain
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ftom herce condemnation, after being
informed of the disquieting social trends
of recent decades. American society, writes
the mature Buckley, appears "not to be
effectively transmining, to our successor
citizens, those ideas [of right and wnrng]
we cling to as indispensable to ttre charac-
terization of a proud society."

The mere suggestion of depriving a
youthful American who shirks national
service of his or her driver's license has
prompted half-serious expressions of shock.
("Why notdeny themelectricity, while we're
at it?" sneered one reviewer.) But Buckley
has good reason for the concem that gives

Grstitude, despite certain
dilettantish flaws. is

impressive in its serious
tone, its thoughtfulness,

and its genuine
patriotism.

rise to his suggestion and, indeed, to his
whole proposal for national service. "Is
youth really served by ttre progressively
conventionalized presumption that he/she
is king/queen of the walk?" he asks. "A
great arsenal of rights and perquisites and
allurements and toys has been organized
for the benefit of youth....What sometimes
seems like the whole of the enterlainment
industry writhes to do their bidding. They
carl mary or not marry, have sex with
or without the burden of children, conceive
and bring children to term or abort them.
Other than the psychological-emotional ob-
stacles associaled with puberty and adoles-
cence, not very much is exacted of the
average late{eens American approaching
the 2lst year." Perhaps it is time, for their
sake m well as society's, that something
should be.

But to extreme champions of libeny,
nearly everything the govemment could
do this side of anarchy should be forbidden.
Beneattr the "soft, slippery words" of pro-
posals for national service, Manin Ander-
son of the Hoover Instinrtion detects "the
sharp fangs of coercion and compulsion,
a faint whiff of envy and hatred of the
young, and an ideological yeaming for
elements of a totalitarian society." Beneath
Professor Andenon's hard, abrasive words,

I detect the sharp fangs of libertarian hys-
teria.

Anderson was among the well-known
critics and proponenB of national service
who took part in a two-day conference
on the subject at the Hoover Instinrtion
in 1989. That event has evolved into fhe
book edited by Williamson Evers, a politi-
cal scientist (currently at ttre Hoover In-
stitution) and former editor of the now-
defunct libertarian magazine I nquhy. Ev ers
is far from neutral on the subject of nation-
al service. Writing in theNew YorkTimes n
1989, he attacked the national-service pro-
posal advanced by Senator Sam Nunn (D.-
Ga.) and representative Dave McCurdy (D.-
Okla.), as nothing less than a plan for
"indentured servitude." But despite his lib-
ertarian zeal (or perhaps because of it),
Evers has produced an admirably even-
handed volume. Prominent national-service
proponents, including Northwestem Uni-
venity sociologist Charles C. Moskos,
author of A Call to Civit' Setttice (1988),

and Donald J. Eberly, executive director
of the National Service Secretariat. are given
the floor and no reason to feel that they
or their views have been treated unfairly.
Anyone interested in leaming about the
conh'oversy over national sewice would
do well to start with Evers' book.

Unfortunately, however, that confro-
veny has been badly skewed by the
libertarians'relentless emphasis on the mat-
ter of compulsion. The question of wheth-
er compulsory national service could be
iustified is, of course, legitimate. But the
sensible answer to it does not seem (for
all but wildeyed libertarians) so very hard
to discover. "Ii under the Constitution,"
William Buckley points out, "states can
require students to attend schools, and if
local boards can specifo the curriculum
of ttrose schools, then it would se€m mere-
ly an extension of this gestational authori-
ty of the state over the aspirant citizen
to impose such other training as the state,
which is the agent of its citizenry, deems
necessary fully to qualif, him as a fellow
member." But what is permissible may
not be prudent, and Buckley judges (as
I do) that conscription for national service
would not be.

The possibility of compulsory national
service now appears, in any case. extreme-
ly remote. Pacifist William James, appalled



by tlrc Spanish-American War and the rise
of "an 'imperialist' pa4r" that commanded
"all the crude and barbaric patriotism of
ttrc country," favored it as a substitute for
military service. In more recent decades,
compulsory national service was often seen
instead as a way to make a miliary draft
more acceptable and less unfair. But wittr
the end of fte Cold War. the need for
a very large military has disappeared-
and with it, any serious talk of retuming
soon to a military draft. That leaves the
idea of national service at least to stand,
unsteadily, on its own. Given that univenal
service would be such a monumental
undenaking for the nation, ttrere is linle
doubt that if national service should be-
come a reality, it would be voluntary, not
compulsory. Of course, if it were completely

voluntary, as Buckley notes, it would be
likely to fail; hence, the need for various
inducements and sanctions. But this would
hardly set American on the road to serfdom.

The more significant question now is
whether national service would really ac-
complish what its proponents hope that
it would. "When we talk about sewice,"
comments Richard John Neuhaus, editor-
in-chief of Fit'st Things and a participant
in the Hoover conference, "we are really
talking about virtue, character, and moral-
ity. If you ask where we might find the
sources to restore public virtue in Ameri-
can life, would any sane person suggest
that we should go to Washington?" Per-
haps nofi but it is also possible that
Washington is not quite as far removed
from the rest of the coulrw as is some-

times so readily supposed. Moreover, ac-
cording to Buckley's plan, once the national-
service progam were established, the lead-
ing role would be assigned not to the fed-
eral govemment but to the states.

The crucial question about national
service remains: Would it actually (as
Buckley puts it) "rouse the civic sense"
in America's youth? There is no way ffuly
to know, of coune, except by a grand
experiment. That such an experiment is
still unlikely to be conducted does not make
it any less an intriguing possibility. Nation-
al service, Buckley writes, is "something
we would accustom ourselves to, and grow
to love." He may be right. r

Robert K. ktnders is assoc'iate editor rf' I
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Partido Revolucionario Institucional
(PRI) in Mexico. I don't know if that
could be pointed to as the main inten-
tion of President Bush, but it certainly
is a key goal for Salinas de Gortari
and the PRI top leaders. It is typical
of the way the PRI operates. Accord-
ing to a Mexican friend involved in
Mexican politics, the PRI uses three
methods to face its detractors: when
a critic complains about the way the
PRI is "devouring the cake"-looting
the state-the critic is first threatened.
If he carries on criticizing, he is then
seduced by telling him that the "cake"
is big enough and that, if he keeps
quiet, he can also have a share. If
the guy sti l l  insists, he simply gets
plomo (lead). This is exactly what
Salinas is doing. PRI bully-polit ics is
ineffective controlling democracy-
starved Mexicans. Therefore. Salinas
and all the PRI "family" are enlarging
the cake in order to share it and silence
criticism. The commercial agreement
is the best way to do it.

The interesting thing in all this is
that Salinas's game is a double edged
sword. Economic changes for the better
may encourage rather than mitigate the
wish for democratic reforms. In this
case, in a post-perestroika world, it is
difficult to believe that the PRI dino-
saurs can resort to violent repression

Letters
from Readers
(C onri nued fi'om page 5 )

was "criminal and antihuman" and il-
lustrated the disastrous results of its
policy in impressive TV images (those
of the elite's luxury and the people's
poverty. Party apparatus corruption.
etc.). According to sociological polls,
both of Moscow and Leningrad re-
search centers, "600 Seconds" was a
leading program in the areas reaching
Leningrad TV, about 50 mill ion view-
ers, in that period. Thus, its contri-
bution to the destruction of the Com-
munist polit ical and, consequently, in-
formational monopoly is self-evident.
But why, then, did Nevzorov gradual-
ly become an enemy of democratically
elected LenSoviet which he himself
helped to win? Why does he stick
to great  po*er  chauvin is t ic  arguments
in the Baltic crackdown? These ques-
tions, relevant to the broader problem
of dissolution of former unified anti-
Communist forces in Leningrad and
other big Russian industrial cit ies, and
the schism in democratic media, are
extremely interesting, but beyond the
topic of my article.

It seems to me that Nevzorov's
"new role" is an exoression of further

structural changes in the Leningrad
media, whereas yesterday's "black and
white" pluralism (Communists' view-
points vs. anti-Communists' ones)
yielded to the richer palette of opin-
ions, including those of Russian na-
tionalism, anarchism, social democ-
racy, etc. Democratization does not
imply that all media should be demo-
cratic, does it?

I would l ike to note that Mr. Mazu-
tis is right when he says that the "cen-
tralist patterns of thought in Soviet
media remain unchanged." But anoth-
er part of the truth is that these pat-
terns are challenged and questioned
in other Soviet media. The many man-
ifestations in Moscow and Leningrad
against the Soviet crackdown in Baltic
states argue that these alternative me-
dia patterns are quite influential on
public opinion.

Mexico's hidden intentions
To rnp EnrroR:

Douglas W. Payne's "Mexico: The Poli-
tics of Free Trade" (Freedom Review,
Yol. 22, No. 4) offers an interesting
perspective on what could be a hidden-
or at least a second-intention of the
U.S.-Mexico Free Trade agreement: to
maintain the social and political stabil-
ity of the "perfect dictatorship" of the
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